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THE DECLARATION 


OF HIS HIGHNES 


WILLIAM HENRY: 


By the Grace of God PRINCE OF 


Of the reaſons inducing him, To Appearin Armes 
in the Kingdome of England. 


of any State or Kingdome, can not be preſerved , where the Lawes, Liber- 

ties and Cuſtomes eſtablished by the lawfull authority in it, are openly tranſ- 
greſſed and annulled: more eſpecially where the alteration of Religion is endea- 
voured, and that a Religion which is contrary to Law is endeavoured to be introdu- 
ced : upon which thoſe who are moſt immediatly concerned in it, are indiſpenſa- 
bly bound to endeavour to preſerve and maintain the eſtablished Lawes, Liberties 
and Cuſtomes : and above all the Religion and worship of God, that is eſtablished 
among them; and to take ſuch an effectuall care, that the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
State or Kingdome, may neither be deprived of their Religion nor of their Civill 
Rights. VVhich is ſo much the more neceſſary becauſe the Greatnes and Security 
both of Kings Royall families, and of all ſuch as are in Authority, as well as the 
happines of their Subjects and People, depend in a moſt eſpeciall manner upon 
15 exact obſervation and maintenance of theſe their Lawes, Liberties and Cu- 

ne. 

Upon theſe grounds it is, that Wee cannot any longer forbear to Declare that to 

our great regret Wee ſee that thoſe Councellours, who have now the chiefe credir 
with the King, have overturned the Religion, Lawes and Liberties of thoſe Real- 
mes, and ſubjected them in all things relating to their Confciences, Liberties and 
Properties, to Arbitrary Government: and that not only by ſecret and indirect 
waies, but in an open and undiſguiſed manner. 
Thoſe Evill Councellours for the advancing and colouring this with ſome plau- 
ſible pretexts , did invent and ſet on foor the Kings Diſpencing power, by vertue 
of which, they pretend that according to Law, he can Suſpend and Diſpence with - 
the Execution ofthe Zawes, that babe bern enacted by the Authority, ofthe King 


and Parliament, for the ſecurity and happines of the Subject, and fo have — BE 
A thoſe 


1. is both certain and evident to all men, that the publike Peace and Happines 
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thoſe Lawes of no effect: Tho there is nothing more certain, then that as no Lawes 
can be made, but by the joint concurrence of King and Parliament, ſo likewiſe lawes 
ſo enacted, which ſecure the Publike peace, and lafety of the Nation; and the lives 
_ liberties of every ſubject in it, can not be repealed or ſuſpended but by the fame 
authority.” | TE | 
. tA the King may pardon the punishment , thata Tranſgreſſour has incurred, 

and to which he is condemned, as in the cafes of Treaſon or Felony; yet it can not be 
with any colour of reaſon inferred from thence , that the — can entirely ſuſpend 
the execution of thoſe Lawes, relating to Treaſon or Felony : unleſſe it is pretended, 
that he is clothed with a Deſpotick and Arbitrary power, and that the Lives, Li- 
berties, Honours and Eſtates of the Subjects, depend wholly on his good will and 
2 and are entirely ſubject to him; which mult infallibly follow on the Kings 

aving a power to ſuſpend the execution of the Lawes, and to diſpence with them. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours , in order to the giving ſome credit to this ſtrange and 
execrable Maxime, have ſo conducted the matter, that the y have obtained a Senten- 
ce from the Judges, declaring that this D/ſpencing power is a Right belonging to the 
Crown; as if it were in the power of the twelve Judges to offer up the Lawes, Rights 
and Liberties, of the whole Nation, to the King, to be diſpoſed of by him Arbitra- 
rily and at his Pleaſure and expreſily contrary to Lawes enacted for the ſecurity of 
the Subjects. In order to the obtaining this Judgment , thoſe Evill Councellours did 
before hand examine ſecretly the Opinion of the Judges , aud procured ſuch of 
them, as could not in Conſcience concurre in ſo pernicious a Sentence, to be turned 
out, andothersto be ſubſtituted in their rooms till by the changes which were 
made, in the Courts of Judicature , they at laſt obtained that e er And they 
have raiſed ſome to thoſe Truſts, who make open profeſſion of the Popish Religion, 
tho thoſe are. by Law rendred incapable all ſuch Employments. 3 

It is alſo manifeſt and notorious, that as his Majeſtie was, upon his coming to tlie 
Crown , received and acknowledged by all the ſubjects of England , Scotland and 
Ireland, as their Xing without the leaſt oppoſition , tho he made then open pro- 
feſſion of the Popizh Religion ſo he did then promiſe, and ſolemnly ſwear at his Coro- 
nation, tliat he would maintain his ſubjects, in the free enjoyment of their Lawes, 
Rights and Liberties, and in particular, that he would maintain the Church of 
England as it was * by Law It is likewiſe certain, that there have been 
at diverſe and ſundry times; ſeverall Lawes enacted for the preſervation ofthoſe 
Rights and Liberties, and of the Proteſtant Religion: and among other Securi- 
ties, it has been enacted that all Perſons whatſoever, that are advanced to any Ec- 
cleſiaſticall Dignity, or to bear Office in either Univerſity, as like wiſe all other that 
should be put in any Imployment, Civill or Military, should declare that they were 
not Papiſts, but were of the Proteſtant Religion, and that by their a; of the 
Oaths of « Allegarge and Swpreamacy and the Teſt, yet theſe Evill Councellours ha- 
ve in effect annulled and abolished all thoſe Lawes , both with relation to Eccle- 
fiaſticall and Civill Employments. | 

In order to Eccleſiaſticall Dignities and Offices they have not only without any 
colour of Law, but againſt - moſt expreſſe Lawes to the contrary, ſer up a Com- 
miſſion of a certain number of perſons, to whom they have committed the cogni- 
fance and direction of all Ecclefiaſticall matters : inthe which Commiſſion there 
has been and ſtill is, dne of His Majeſties Miniſters of State, who makes now pu- 


blike profeſſion of the Popish Religion, and who at the time of his firſt Og . 
eclare 


| DECLARA:TEQN. EE :3 
declared that for a great while before, he had beleeved that to be the only true Re: 
ligion. By allthis, the deplorable State to which the Proteſtant Religion is redu- 
ced is apparent, ſince the Affairs of the Church of England, are now put into the 
hands of Perſons, who have accepted of a Commiſſion that is manifeſty Illegal; and 
who have — it contrary to all Law; and that now one of their chiefe Mem- 
bers has abjured the Proteſtant Religion and declared himſelfe a 20 by which 
he is become Incapable of holding any Publike Imployment: The ſaid Commiſſio- 
ners have hitherto given ſuch proof, of their ſubmiſſion to the directions given 
them, that there is no reaſon to doubt, but they will ſtill continue to promote 
all ſuch deſigns as will be moſt aggreable to them. And thoſe Evill Councellours 
take care ta raiſe none to any Eccleſiaſticall dignities, but perſons that have no 
zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and that now hide their un concernednes for it, 
under the ſpecious pretence of Moderation. The ſaid Commiſſioners have ſuſpended 
the Bishop of Condom, only becauſe he refuſed to obey an order, that was ſent him 
to ſuſpend a Worthy Divine, without ſo much as citing him before him, to make 
his own Defence, or obſerving the common formes of proceſſe. They have tur- 
ned out a Preſident, choſen by the fellows of 44agdalen Colledge, and afterwards all 
the Fellows of that 3 » without ſo much as citing them before any Court 
that could take legall cogniſlance of that affair; or obtaining any Sentence agaiuſt 
them by a Competent judge. And the only reaſon that was given for turning them 
out, was their refuſing to chooſe for their Preſident; a Perſon that was recommen- 
ded to them, by the Iuſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours; tho the right of 
a free Election — undoubredly to them. But they were turned out of their 
freeholds, contrary to Law , and to that expreſſe proviſion in the Aagna Charta; 
that no man hall: looſe life or goods , but by the Law of the land. And now theſe 
Evill Councellours have put the ſaid Colledge wholly into the hands of Popiſts, th o 
as is aboveſaid , they are incapable of all ſuch Employments , both by the Law of 
the Land, and the ſtatutes of the Colledge. Theſe Commiſſioners have alſo cited 
before them all the Chancellours and Archdeacons of England , requiring them to 
ccrtifie to them the names of all ſuch Clergymen , as have read the Kings decla- 
ration for Ziberty of Conſcience, and of ſuch as have not read it: without conſide- 
ring that the reading of it was not enjoined the Clergy , by the Bishops, who are 
their Ordinaries. The Illegaliry and Incompetency of the ſaid Court of the Eccle- 
ſiaſticall Commillioners was ſo notoriouſly known, and it did ſo evidently appear 
that it tended tothe ſubverſion of the Proteſtant Religion, that the Moſt Reverend 
Father in God, William Archbishop of Canterbury Primate and Metropolitan of all 
England, ſeeing that it was raiſed for no other end but to oppreſle ſuch perſons as were 
of eminent vertue, learning and piety , refuſed to ſit or to concurre iu it. 

And tho there are many expreſſe Lawes againſt all Churches or Chappells, for 
the exerciſe of the Popish Religion, and alſo againſt all Monaſteries and Convents, 
and more particularly againſt the order of the Feſurres , yet thoſe Evill Councellours 
have procured orders for the building of ſeverall Churches and Chappels , for the 
exerciſe of that Religion: They have alſo procured diverſe Monaſteries to be erec- 
ted, and in contempt of theLaw they have not only ſer up ſeverall Colledges of Feſur- 
tes, in diverſe places, for the corrupting of the youth, but have raiſed up one of 
the Order, to be a Privy Councellour and a Miniſter of State. By all which they 
doe evidently shew, that they are reſtrained by no rules or Law whatſoever; but 


that they have ſubjected the Honours aud Eſtates of the ſubjects, and the eſta- 
A 2 blisht 
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blisht Religion to a Deſpotick power and to Arbitrary Government: In all which 
they are ſerved and ſeconded by thoſe Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſioners. IIS 
They have alſo followed the ſame methods with Relation to Civill affairs: For 
they have procured orders to examine all Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, 
Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace and all others that were in any 2 — 
if they would concurre with The King in the repeal of the Tef# and Pexal Lawes: 
and all ſuch, whoſe conſciences did not ſuffer tliem to comply with their deſignes, 
were turned out; and others were put in their places, who they beleeved would be 
more compliant to them in their deſignes of defeating the intent and Execu- 
tion of thoſe Lawes, which had been made with ſo much care and caution for 
the ſecurity of the Prereſtane Religion. And in many of theſe places they have put 
profeſſed Papiſts, tho the Law has diſabled them, and varranted the ſubjects not 
to have any regard to their Orders. 6 
They have alſo invaded the Priviledges, and ſeiſed on the Charters of moſt of 
thoſe Towns that have a right to be repreſented by their Burgeſſes in Parliament: 
and have procured daten to be made of them, by which the Magiſtrates in 
them have delivered up all their Rights and Priveledges, to be diſpoſed of at the 
pleaſure of thoſe Evill Councellours : who have thereupon, placed new Magiſtrates 
in thoſe Towns ,.fuch as they can moſt entirely confide in: and in many of them 
they have put Popish Magiſtrates, notwithſtanding the Incapacities under which the 
Law has put them. . 125 ICE 1 7 
And whereas no Nation whatſoever can ſubſiſt without the adminiſtration of good 
and impartiall Juſtice , upon which mens Lives, Liberties, Honours and Eſtates, 
doe depend; thoſe Evill Councellours have ſubjected theſe to anArbitrary aud Del- 
tick power: In the moſt important affairs they have ſtudied to diſcover before 
hand, the Opinions of the Judges ; and have turned out ſuch, as they found would 
not conform themſelves to their intentions: and have put others in · their places, of 
whom they were more aſſured, without having any regard to their abilities. And 
they have not ſtuck to raiſe even profeſſed Papiſts to the Courts of judicature, not- 
withſtanding their Iucapacity by Law , and that no regard is due to any Sentences 
flowing from them. They have carried this fo far, as to deprive ſuch Judges » who 
in the common adminiſtration of Juſtice, shew¾ed that they were governed by their 
Conſciences, and not by the directions which the others gave them. By which it is 
apparent that they deligne to render themſelves the abſolute Maſters of the Lives, 
Honours and Eſtates of the ſubjects, of what rank or dignity ſoever they may be: 
and that without having any regard either to the equity of the cauſe, or to the con- 
ſciences of the Judges , whom they will have to ſubmit in all things to their own 
will and pleaſure : hoping by ſuch waies to intimidate thoſe who are yet in 
Employment, as alſo ſuch others, as they shall think fit, to put in the Rooms of tho- 
ſe whom they have turned out; and to make them ſee, what they mult look for, if 
they should at any time act in the leaſt contrary to their good liking, and that no 
failings of that kind are pardoned in any perſons whatſoever. A great deale of 
blood has been shed in many places of the Kingdome, by Judges governed by thoſe 
Evill Councellours, againft all the rules and forms of Law; without ſo much as 
ſuffering the perſons that were accuſed to plead in their own Defence, | _ 
They have alſo by putting the adminiſtration of juſtice in the hands of Papiſts, 
brought all the matters of Civill Juſtice into great uncertainties: with how much 


exactnes and Juſtice ſoever that theſe Sentences may have been given. For ſince _ 
; A- 
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Lawes of the Land doe not only exclude Papiſts from all places of Judicature, but 
have put them under an Incapacity, none are bound to acknowledge or to obey their 
judgements, and all Sentences given by them, are null and void of themſelves: fo 
that all perſons who have been caſt in trialls before ſuch Popish Judges, may 
juſtly look on their prerended Sentences, as having no more force then the Sen- 
tences of any private and unauthoriſed perſon whatſoever. So deplorable is the caſe of 
the Subjects, who are obliged to auſwer to ſuch: Judges, that muſt in all thin 
ſtick to the rules which are fer them by thoſe Evill Councellours, who as the 
y raiſed them up to thoſe Imployments , ſo can turn them out of them at pleaſure; 
and who can never be eſteemed Lawfull Judges; fo that all their Sentences ate in 
the Conſtruction of the Law, of no force and efficacy. They have likewiſe 
diſpoſed of all e Imploy ments, in the ſame manuer: For tho the Lawes 
have not only excluded Papitts from all ſuch Imployments, but have in parti- 
cular provided that they should be diſarmedʒ et they in contempt of thele Lawes, 
have not only armed the Papiſts, but have like wiſe raiſed them up to the greateſt 
Military Truſts. both by Sea and Land, and that Strangers as well as Natives, and 
Irish as well as English, chat ſo by thoſe means having rendred themſelves Maſters 
both ofthe affairs of the Church „of the Government of the Nation, and of the 
courſe of Juſtice, and ſubjected them all to a Deſpotick and Arbitrary power, they 
might be in a capacity to maintain and execute their wicked deſigus by the alli- 
ſtance of the Army, and thereby to enſlave the Nation. == 

The diſmall effects of this ſubverſion of the eſtablished Religion, Lawes and Li- 
berties iu England appear more evidently. to us, by what wee (ce done in Ireland, 
Where the whole Government is put in the hands of Papiſts, and where all the Pro- 
teſtant Inhabitants are under the daily fears of what may be juſtly apprehended 
from the Arburary power which is ſetup there: | which has made great numbers of 
them, leave that Kingdome and abandon their Eſtates in it, remembring well that 
cruell and bloody Maſſacre which fell out in that Iſland in the year 1644. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours have alſo prevailed with the King to declare in Scotland 
that he is clothedwith Alſolute power, and that all the ſubjects are bound to obey him 
without Reſerve: upon which he has aſſumed an arbitrary power, both over the 
Religion and Lawes of that Kingdome, from all which it is apparent, what is to 
be looked for in England, as ſoon as matters are duely prepared for it. | 

Thoſe great and inſufferable Oppreſſions, and the open Contempt of all Law, to- 
gether with the apprehenſions of the ſad conſequences that muſt certainly follow 
upon it, have put the ſubjects under great and juſt fears; and have made them look 
after ſuch law full remedies as are allowed of in all Nations: yet all has been without 
effect. And thole Evill Councellours have endeavoured to make all men appre- 
hend the loſſe of their Lives, Liberties, Honours and Eſtates, if they should 
goe about to preſerve themſelyes from this Oppreſſion, by Petitions, Repreſenta - 
tions, or other means authoriſed by Law. Thus did they proceed with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and the other Bishops, who having offered a moſt hum- 
ble petition to the King, in termes full of Reſpect, and not exceding the number li- 
mited by Law, in which they ſer forth in short the Reaſons for which they 
could not obey that order, which by the Inſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours, 
was ſeut them, requiring them to appoint their Clergy to read in their Churches the 
Declaration for Zeberty of Conſcience; were lent to priſon and afterwards brought 
to a Triall, as if they had been guilty of ſome enormous Crime, They were _ 
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ouly obliged to defend themſelves in that purſute , but to appear before profeſſed 


| 5 Papiſts, who had not taken the Teſt and: by conſequence were men whoſe intereſt 


led them to condemne them; and the Judges that gave their opinion in their fa- 
yours were thereupon turned out. * h 

And yet it can not be pretended that any Kings; how great ſoever their power 
has been, and bow Arbitrary and Deſpotick ſoever they have been inthe exerciſe 
of it, have ever reckoned it à crime for their Subjects to come in all ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect, and. in a due number, not exceeding the limits of the Law, and re- 
preſent to them the reaſons that made it impoſſible for them to obey their orders. 
Ihoſe Evill Councellours have alſo treated a Peer of the Realme, as a criminall, on- 
ly b Is the ſubjects were not bound to obey the orders of a Popish Ju- 
flick of Peace: tho it is evident, that they being by Law rendred incapable of all 
ſuch truſts, no regard is due to their orders. This being che ſecurity which the peo- 
ple have by the Law for their Lives; Liberties , Honours and Eſtates, that they are 
not to be ſubjected to the Arbitrary procedings of Papiſts, that are contrary to 
Law put into any Employments Civill or Military. 

Both Wee our ſelves, and our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Conſort, the 
Princeſſe, have endeavoured to ſignify in termes full of reſpect to the King the juſt 
and deep Regret which all theſe Proceedings have given us; and in Compliance with 
his Majeſties deſires figutfied to us, Wee any both by word of mouth, to his 
Envoy , and in writing what our hrs were touching the Repealing of the Teſt 
au Penall Lawes; which wee did hd a manner, that Wee hoped Wee had pro- 
poſed an Expedient , by which the Peace of thoſe Kingdomes, and a happy aggree- 
ment among the Subjects of all Perſuaſions, might have been ſetled: but thoſe Evil! 


Councellours have put ſuch ill Conſtructions on theſe our good Intentions, that they 


have endeavoured to alienate the King more and more from us: as if Wee had deſig- 
ned to- diſturb the quiet and happines of the Kingdome. 

The laſt and great Remedy 2 all thoſe Evills, is the Calling of 4 Parliament, 
for ſecuring the Nation againſt the evill practiſes of thoſe wicked Councellours: 
but this could not be yet compaſſed, nor can it be eaſily brought about. For thoſe 
men apprehending that a law full Parliament being once aſſembled, they would be 
_ t to an account for all their open violations of Law, and for their Plots and 
Conſpiracies agaiùſt the Proteſtant Religion, and the Lives and Liberrics of the Sub- 
jects, they have endeavoured under the ſpecious Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, 
firſt ro ſow diviſions among- Proteſtants ,- between thoſe of the Church of England 
and the Diſſenters: The deſigne being laid to engage Proteſtants , that are all 
equally. concerned to preſerve themſelves from Popish Oppreſſion; into mutual 
quarrellings ; that ſo by theſe, ſome advantages might be given to them to bring 
about their Deſignes; and that both in the Election ofthe Members of Parlia- 
ment, and afterwards in the Parliament it ſelfe. For they ſee well that if all Prote- 
ſtants, could enter into a mutuall Good Underſtanding one with another, and con- 
curre together, in the Preſerving of their Religion, it would not be poſlible for 
them to compaſſe their wicked ends. They have alſo required all Perſons in the 
ſeverall Counties of England, that either were in any Imployment, or were in any 
conſiderable Eſteem, to declare before hand that they would concurre in the Re- 
peal of the Teſt and Penall Lawes; and that they would give their voices in the 
Elections to Parliament, only for ſuch as would concurre in it. Such as would 


not thus preingage themſelves were turned out of all Imployments; and othets who 
entred 
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entred into thoſe 98 were put in their places, many of them being Pa- 
piſts: And contrary to the Charters and Priviledges of thoſe Burroughs, that have 
a right to ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament, they have ordered ſuch Regulations to be 
made, as they thought fit and neceſſary for aſſuring themſelves of all the Mem-. 
bers, that are to be choſen by thoſe Corporations: and by this means they hope to 
avoid that Punishment which they have deſerved ; tho it is apparent that all Acts 
made by Popish Magiſtrates are null and void of themſelves. So that no. Parlia- 
ment can be Lawfull, for which the Elections and Returns are made by Popish She- 
riffs and Majors of Towus; and therefore as long as the Authority and Magiſtracy is 
in ſuch hands, it is not poſſible to have any Lawfull Parliament. And tho accordin 
to the Conſtitution of the English Government and Immemoriall Cuſtome, all 
Elections of Parliament men ought to be made with an entire Liberty, without any 
ſort of force, or the requiring the Electors to choole ſuch Perſons as shall be named 
to them, and the Perſons thus freely elected ought to give their Opinions freely 
upon all Matters, that are brought before them, having the good of the Nation ever 
before their eyes, and following in all things the dictates of their Conſcience, yet 
now the People of England can not expect a remedy from a free Parliament, Le- 
gally called and choſen, but they may perhaps ſee one called, iv which all Elec- 
tions will be carried by Fraud or Force, and which will be compoſed of ſuch Per- 
ſons, of whom hal! Evill Councellours hold themſelves well aſſured, in which 
all things will be carried on according to their Direction and Intereſt , without any 
regard to the Good or Happines of the Nation. Which may appear evidently from 
this, that the ſame Perſons tried the Members of the laſt Parliament, to gain them 
to conſent to the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes, and procured that Patlia- 
ment to be diſſolved ,. when they found that they could not, neither by promiſes 
nor threatnings , prevail with the Members to Co mply with their wicked Defigns.” 
But to crown all, there are great and violent Preſumptions, inducing us to be- 
lee ve, that thoſe Evill Councellours, in order to the carrying on of their ill deſignes, 
and to the gaining to themſelves the more time for the 3 of them, for 
the encouraging of their Complices, and for the diſcouraging of all Good Subjects, 
have published that the Queen hath brought forth a Son: tho there have appeared 
both during the Qgeent pretended Bignes, and in the manner in which the Birth was 
managed, ſo many juſt and viſible 3 of ſuſpicion, that not only Wee our 
ſelves, but all the good Subjects of thoſe Kingdomes doe vehemently ſuſpect, that 
the pretended Prince of Wales was not borũ by the N And it is notoriouſly 
known to all the world, that many both doubted ofrhe Queens Bignes, and of 
the Birth of the Child, and yet there was not any one thing done to farisfy them, or 
to put an end to their Doubts. . x | N 
And ſince our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Conſort, the Princeſſe, and 
likewiſe Wee our (elves, have fo great an Intereſt in this Matter, and ſuch a Right, 
as all the world knows; to the Succeſſion to the Crown; ſince alſo the English did in 
the year 1672. when the States Generall of the United Provinces were Invaded in a 
moſt injuſt warre, uſe their uttermoſt Endeavours to pur an end to that Warre, 
and that in oppoſition to thoſe who were then in the Government: and by their ſo 
doing, they run the haſard of loſing both the favour of che Court, and their Im- 
22 And ſince the English Nation has ever teſtified a moſt particular Affectiou 
and Eſteem, both to pur Deareſt Conſort the Princeſſe, and to Out ſelves, WER 


cannot excuſe our ſelyes from eſpouſing their Intereſts in a matter of fuch * Con- 
equeu- 


N HIT 5 HI GHNESSES _ 
ſequence , and from contributing all that lies in us for the maintaining both of 
the Proteſtant Religion and of the Lawes and Liberties of thole Kingdomes, and 
for the Secuting to them the continual Enjoyment of all their juſt Rights. To the. 
doing of which Wee are moſt earneſtly ſolicited by a great many Lords, both 
Spirituall and Temporall, and: by many Gentlemen and other ſubjects of all Ranks. 

THERETORI itiis that Wee have thought fit, to goe over to England, and 
to carry over with us a force ſufficient by the bletling of God , to defend us from 
the violence of thoſe Evill Councellours. AN D w ER being deſirous that our Iu- 
tentions in this; may be-zightly-underſtood , have for this end prepared this De- 
claratiom, in which as wee have hitherto given a true Account of the Reaſons indu- 
eing us to it; 8 Wee now think fit to DRA RE that this our Expedition is 
intended for no other Deſigne, but to have a free and law full Parliament aſlembled 
as ſoon as is poſſible: and that in order to this, all the late Charters by. which the 
Elections of Burgeſſes are limited contrary to the ancient cuſtome, shall be conſi- 
dered as null and of no force: and likewile all Magiſtrates who have been Injuſtly 
turned out, shall forthwith reſume their former Imployments, as well as all the 
Borroughs of England shall return again to their ancient Preſcriptions and Char- 
ters: and more particularly that the ancient Charter of the Great and famous 
City of London, shall again be in Force; and that the Wrirts for the Members of 
Farliament chall be addreſled to the Proper Officers, according to Law and Cuſto- 
ame. That alſo none be ſuffered. to choole or to be choſen Members of Parliament 
but ſuch as are qualified by Law : And that the Members of Parliament being thus 
lawfully choſen they shall meet and fit in Full Freedome; That ſo the TWo Hou- 
Jes may concurre in the preparing of ſuch Lawes , as they upon full and free debate, 
Shall Judge neceſſary and convenient, both for the confirming and executing the Law 
concetning che. I eſſ and ſuch other Tawes as are neceſſary for the ſecurity, and Main- 
tenance of the ProteſtantRetigion ; as likewiſe for making ſuch Lawes as may eſta- 
blish a good aggreement between the Church of England and all Proteſtane Biſſen- 
ters, ad alſo for the covering and ſecuring of all ſuch, who will live peaceably un- 
der the Government as becomes good Subjects , from all Perſecution upon the ac. 
count of their Religion, even Papiſts themſelves not excepted; and for the doing of 
all other things, which the T wo Houſes of Parliament shall find neceſſary for the 
Peace , Honour and Safety of the Nation, ſo that there may be no more danger 
ofthe Nations falling at an time hereafter , under Arbitrary Government. To this 
Parliament wee will alſo refetre the Enquiry into the birth ofthe pretended Prince of 
Wales, and of all things relating to it and to the Right of Succeſſion. 

Aud Wee for our part will concurre in every thing, that may procure the Peace 
and Happines of the Nation, which a Free and Lawfull Parliament shall determi- 
ne; ſince wee have nothing before our eyes in this our undertaking , but the Preſer- 
vation of the Proteſtant Religion, the Covering of all men from Perſecution for 
their Conſciences, and the ſecuring to the whole Nation the free enjoyment of all 
their Lawes, Rights and Liberties, under a Juſt and Legall Government. 


* 


This is the deſigne that wee have propoſed to our ſelves, in. appearing upon 
this occaſion in Armes: in the Conduct of which, Wee will .keepthe Forces under 
our Command, under all the Strictnes of Martiall Diſcipline :. and take a ſpeciall 
Care , that the People of the Couutties thro which Wee muſt march, shall not 
luffer by rheir means: and as ſoon æs the ſtate of the Nation will admit of it, Wee 
promiſe that Wee will ſend back all thoſe Forreigne Forces, that Wee have brought 


along with us. Wee 


DECLARATION: 


Wet doe . of us, Goda _ 


— Oppoſe 

muſt needs follow upon the Notion —.— 

Slavery a and xhat 2 e w_ „which I overtutned the 

whole Conltiturion of the Engliah 
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Au Weedoclikewiſe reſolve. chaties ſoom as. the Nations are brought. to a 

arcofQuiers Wee will rake cure that a Parliament call be called in Scotland, for 

the the Ancient Couſtitutiou of that Kingdome, and for bringing the 
Mattersof Religion to ſuch a Setlement, chat the people may live eaſy dd apps 

andfor > eee in a oourſe of ſo ma- 


ny years Committe 
eee 2 me of: vial co ſuch a ſtate» chorthe 
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Foundations. - 
'Given under our Hand and Seal, at our Contincka Hog, che Tearh day © of 
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| His Highnelſes PRE” Declaration. 


Frer wee Raſa ed and printed this our Declaration, wee have under- 
Agood that the ſubverters of the Religion and Lawes of thoſe Kingdomes , 
hearing of our Preparations, to aſſiſt the People againſt them, have begun to 
retract ſome of the Arbitrary and De ee powers, that they had aſſumed, 
and to vacate ſome of their Jujuſt Ju ere and Deerees. The ſenſe of their 
Guilt, and the diſtruſt of their force, have induced them to offer to the City 
of London ſome ſceming releefe from their Great Oppreſſions: hoping thereby 
to quiet the People, and to divert them from deman 4 2594 Secure Reeſtablish- 
went of their Religion and Lawes under = shelter of our Armes: They _ 
alſo 


Goreament, , may be bully redreſled in u 
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heofus, 


IE 


aſt „ tothe moſt ſolemne Por- 


miſess And as chat Impet feit redre ſſe that is now offeted ; t A plain Co feſſion 
of thoſe Violatious of the Government that wee have fer forth, 80 the De- 
fectivenes of it is no leſſe Apparent: for- they lay doune nothing vhich they 
may not take up at Pleafare : and they reſet ve entire aud not ſo meh- as men- 


tioned, their claimes and pretences to an Arbitrary and Deſpotie power; 
awhich has been the raot of all their Oppreſſion, and of the torall ſubverſion of 
the Government. And it is plain, that there can be no redreſſe nor Remedy offe- 
red but in Parliament: by a Declaration of the Rights of the Subjects that have 
beeninvaded: and not by an Nretended Ads of Glace, ro which the extremity 
of theic affairs has driven them. Therefore it is that wee have thought fit to 
declare, that wee vill refer rs all toi a Free Aſſembly of the Nation, ina Law- 
full Parliament. Wh 

Given under our Handand Seal), at our Court in the Hague, the 24. day of 
Oct ober in the year of our Lord 1688. 


WILLIAM HEN RT, PRAINCZ or ORANGE. 
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TT is both certain 4nd evident to all men; chat the publike Peace and Happines 
'of amy State or Kingdome, can not be 2 where the Lawes, Liber- 


And indeed the lamentable effects of an Arbitrary Power and of Evill Coun- 
ſells are ſo Manifeſt in the deplorable State of the Kingdome of Scotland > _ 
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8 HIS HIGHNESSES 


impartially weighed. 


parte by 


| on of their 

iſttats and Town-Councells ,. tothe manifeſt violation of their Charters, 
eſtablished by Law and Immemoriall poſſeſſion. And all this is done by meep 
Arbitrary power without any Citation, Triall or Seutence. BEES, 
And whereas no Nation | whatſoever can ſubſiſt without the adminiſtration 
of good and impartiall Juſtice, upon which mens Lives and Liberties their Ho- 
nours and Eſtates depend, yet thoſe Evill Councellvurs have ſubjected theſe to 


an Arbitrary and Deſpotick power: having turned out Judges, who by Law 


ought to continue during their Life or their good behaviour, becaſe they would 
not conform themfelves to their Intentions ,. and put others iu their Places, who 
they believe would bemore complyant, and that without any regard to their 
abilities: by which it evidently appears that thoſe Evill Counucellours deſign to 
render themſel ves the Abſolute Maſters of the Lives, Honours. and Eſtates of 
the ſubjects, without being reſtrained by any rule or Law. 


By 


Th DECLARATION. I  - 
y the inflence ofthe fame Evill Counſellours hath a moſt exorbiranrt-power 
been exerciſed in'jmpaſing Bonds and Oaths upon whole Shires without any 
Law or Ac of Parliament: in Arberg hip ee to the fouldiers, 1 
el, ſufficient Eftablismear for chert pay, whereby the Kingiſom 
vas doubly burdened without any tedres; in imprifoning Gentlemen without 
any ſd much as alledged; Reaſon, fot lg many to'accuſe and witneſs againſt 
chemfelves ; impoſing atbirraty fines? frigbting and haraſſing many parts of 
the Countrey with'Incercommoning aud Jaſtice* Aires, making fore incurre 
forfeituxe of life & fortune for the moſt generall and harmleſs converſe even 
with their tteareſt relations outlawed. And chus bringing a conſternation upon 
3 great part of the Kingdom, which when Outlawries and Intereommonings 
rent qut apa n ſlendereſt ptetexts, was involved ſo uni- 
vetfally it ons danger, that thofe Councellours themſelves were fo obnoxious 
a8 to fix 17 7 ry to have Patdons and Indemnities ,. pileſt the poor peo- 
— ere left to mercy N eee Officers and Souldiers to Act upon the 
ibjects living in quiet and full ; » the greateſt Barbarities, in deftroying 
them by banging; shoortbg and drouwning them without any forme of Law , 
or reſpect to Age or Sexe, not giving ſome of them time to pray to God for 
mercy: And this fot nd other reaſon bur becauſe they would not anſwer or ſa- 
tisfy chem in ſach queſtions as they propoſed to them without any warrant of 
To” » and againſt the Common Intereſt of Mankind,which frees all men from 
ing obliged to diſcover their fecret thoughts; Beſides a great many other 
br ee Oppretions, to which that poor Nation hath been-expoſed with- 
out any hope of having an end put to them, or to have Relief from them. 
- And thar the Arbirrary and en proceedings of thoſe Evill Councellouts 
might be juſtiſied and ſupported, ſuch a Declaration hath been procured by 
them, as ſtrikes ar the root ofthe Goverament , and overturus the moſt ſacred 
Rights ofic, in making all Parliaments unneceſſary, and taking away all defen- 


ces of Religion, Liberty and Property, by an aſſumed andaſflerted Abſolute - 


Power, to which Obedience is required without Reſerve: whith every good 
Chriſtian is perſwaded, to be due to God Almighey alone, all whaſe Comman- 
dements are always Juſt and Go. „ abr 4 L235 po 
"Theſe Evill Councellours have uſed their ut moſt endeavours te aholish be- 
nall Laws excluding all who are not Proteſtants from publick Truſt, which gi- 


ve too great a check to their deſigues. For the aceomplishing of this a Liberty 


hath been granted to Diſſenters, but ſuch as one, as that the continuance thereof 
is plainly inſinuated to depend upon their hearty concurrence fot Abolishing the 
abovementioned Penall Laws, the only 1 Ii defence of cheir Religion; Although 
the Diſſenters have juſt cauſe of diſtruſt when they call to mind how ſome. hundreds: 
of their ; Miniſters were driven out of their Churches without either accuſation or ci- 
tation: the filling of many of whole places with Ignorant and Scandalous perſons 
hath been one great occaſion of all thoſe Miferies which that Countrey for a long. 
time hath Groaned under. And Diſſenters have but ſmall ground to 2's on any pre- 
ſent caſe founded upon a Płoclamation which may be . hour, and which 
in the firſt and fecond Editions of it gave no relief to them, eſpecially conſidering, 
that not many monts before, the greateſt of the forementioned ſeverities and barba- 
rities had been exerciſed upon them. WES 
But to crown all, there are great and violent Preſumptions , inducing us to be- 
B. z. leeve, 


ind c Bel 77 Pr 
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o ene el e 5 
attempted to violate, for, prove ang 6 all cane 1 by 2 11 
Succeſlors of the Se .cdu pra by the Sof fe 71 in jthe — . 
Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Keb gion, Weés cannot e | 
ſing the true intereſt of theſe 1 5 — in matters of ſuc 5 
from contributing all that lies in us, for the de lence of ge 8 Liderties 255 | 
of, the maintaining of the Proteſtant i Religans | in them, andthe * oft the Peo- 
ple in the enjoy mem of all their juſt Rights. 

Bur that ur Intentions may. be ſo manifeſt that no perſon: may doubt c or pretend 
to doubt thereof, to excuſe thiemſel ves from concurri wines in this juſt De. 
ſign for the Univerſall good of the Nation. Wee do Bart tha e frecing that 
Kingdom from all hazard of Popery and Arbitrary power ef ag e, and the 
delivering u it from what at the prele ent doth expole jr. to both. the ſetlitig c of it by 
Parliament 9777 ſuch a ſolid Baſis as to its Religions and Civill concerns as may 
moſt effectually redreſs all the abovementioned Grievances , are che true reaſons of 
our. preſent eg as to that Nation, 

And therefore N perſuade our ſelyes that our Endeavours ro giye the beſt aſſi- 
ſtance wee can for the Relief of ſd diſtreſſed a Kingdome, shall not only not be miſ⸗- 
conſtrued”, "bis Sh 5 allo be accompanied with a rene üverlall Concur. 

ce oft - whole 92 5951 Poets eyen thoſe who h ave been Inſtruments fox the 
e en aving of it 485 5 ei ts the! r Diſlikeof What they have 1 by their ti- 
medys and real torits Reſcue; aud. that if any Shall uot give us 
thar ARA which 115 e to God, ànd their Reſpect to their Countre 
oblige them to, they shall be juſtly charged with all the Evills that may be the el. 
fects s of ſuch a want of their duty. 

And as wee our ſtlvegjdeſite to truſt to the Almighty God alone forthe ſucceſs of 
our Arms, ſo wee expect of all good men, that they will apply e moſt 
Ge ene Him for h $Blefling upon our Endeavouis, that for 1 Y may rend to the 
Glory of hi -N er „ to The Eſtablichment of the Refor Charclies. „and 
to the Peace nd Ha pineſs of that Kingdome. 

Siven tiider our handadd Seal at out Court in the Hagye the tenth of October 
inthe Tear of our Lord 168 8. 

WILLIAM HENRY, PRINCE OF Oxancs. a 
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ENTLEMEN AND FERIEN Ds.. 


en: 


ee can nat beleeve "M that you muſt, be already ſcofble, thar you 
335 Motar Taft oaenrs „to bring both yaur ſelves and your 


_Countrey under Popery and Slavery, by the means borh ofthe Irish and the 
. Forreignets w Te — ee Dock your Deſtruction. Andthere- 

fore Wes hope that God will put ir in your hearts at this time, ro Redeem 
your ſelves, your Countrey and your Religion from all thoſe Miſeries. 
This in all humane appearance can ↄnely be done, by your coming 
now tõ aſſiſt Us, who Lee for your Deliverance. And Wee doe 
aſſure you that Wee will be eyer, aindfall of rhe ſervices that youw shall 
'now.doe Us: And Wee promiſe to;you that Wee will place particular 
. marksof our Fayour on all thoſe who will pgon this Occaſion deſerve well 
of Us and of the Nation, Wee are with all fincerity Your truely wel wishing 
and affectionate Friend 5 1 | 


Caen at Our Court at. Dieras . ! 7 85 5 {24 3 . ; 4. 
the 29. day Septembre | | £ 
++ ; 92 1688. . Fu 4 4 
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Pri vate Conſiderati 


I0o all the Officers and Souldicrs 
cine 10 19% in the English Army. 


"GENTLEMEN AND, FRIENDS. 


d concurre e us in —— es io fe. 


very. Tou miltallſce ly chat 
you are t = 8 as S ruine 
he Pivie a Rio. and 


1 ht to expect, 100 ce deere of all the Prbteſtant and 
nglt: ch Officer and Souldiers bby thera and by the Irish Souldiers thar 


*. ght over to be put in your places, of whic you have ſeen ſo fresh 


an — that wee need not put you in mind of it. You know how ory 
of your Fellow Officers have been uſed , only for their Standing firm x 


'Proreſtam Religion and to the Lawes of England: and yoti can ry = 


yourſelves ſofarre.,as ro expect to be better uſed, if thoſe who have h 


their word ſooft, bud by your means be e wee ns few, 8 to 


which they are reduced ar preſent. - 


VVeeho ope like wiſe, chat you will not ſuffer your felvevto be abilt#by A 
falſe notion of Honour : bur thar you will in the firſt place conſider K 


 oweto Almighty 8 5 55 Leligion, to your -oniitfey toyourlelves 


oy as men of Honont ooght to preferre to all 
a, tha 7 gcc kor e J. e Keen e of 
3 t 1 9 2 0 5 s now , OH 
F Krenn bf ſaving your Connrrey and of {et \ 
Vee will ever remember theſervices that you shall Fe gs this 
— and V Vee promiſe to you, that V Vee will place ſuch particular 
marks of our Favour on every one of you, as your VE r Abe time 
Shall deſerve of us, and of the Nation, in which V e a great 
diſtinction of thoſe, that shall come ſeaſonably to Vee wach Armes with 
N And you shall eyer find meo.be Your VVell VVishing and aſſu- 
r riend 


ang to your A e 25 


WILLIAM HENRY ;/Parxcs or ORANGE. 
| By his Highneſſes ſpeciall conimand 
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A Praier for the preſent Expedition. 


e ofathchar cruſt in thee, Wee humbly pray thee, 

and pr dſper this Undertaking, for the glory of thy 

Name, and for the good of thy People: Let not our ſins 
rovoke thee, to nr 4 thy b 1 N thy Servant the 
PRINCE, compaſſe him with thy favour as with a 
shield: Direct him in all his Councels, and be thou ever 
preſent with him and aſſiſting to him in all his Actions: 
that ſo he may be Succeſſefull in this great Deſigne: and 
that he may Implo that thou puts in his 


hands, to the hong pf thy Great Name, to the eſtablis- 
hing and adyancing ofthy true Religiog, and tothe Procu- 
| ans. the peace gnd/ Happines o > eſe Nations: Bleſſe 
bath the Army ang] Fleet under his Cammand, with Suc- 


eeſſe and Victory. And grant'd Graplous God that all of 
us, may be turning to thee), with our whole hearts; Re- 
penting us truely of all our paſt ſins, and ſolemnly vowing 
to thee, as wee now doe, that wee will in all time coming, 
amend our lives, and endeavour to carry our ſelves as be- 
comes Reformed Chriſtians. And that wee will show our 
Zeal for our holy Religion by living in all things ſuteably 
to it. Hear us Holy Father, and ſet thy Angels to encamp 
round about us, for wee put our whole truſt in thy Pro- 
tection and Defence, which wee humbly pray thee to 


grant us, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour and 


- Redeemer. 
Amen. 


| Leighty God , the Lord of Hoſts, and the aid and re- - 
to do 
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